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Thinking Through Graphic Design History sketches the terrain where historical thinking
and graphic design practice meet. Written for college students, design educators,

and designers, this 336-page survey combines theoretical exploration with practical
application. The author interrogates traditional approaches to graphic design history and
explains how historical research methods help designers shape socially engaged, critical
practices. The book makes a contribution to graphic design and design history by bridging

scholarship and practice, advocating for a “social turn” in these disciplines.
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CHAPTER 2

Methods

2.1 Introduction
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2.2 Primary and Secondary Sources
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Published in February 2025, Thinking Through Graphic Design History is already making an
impact in the classroom. Educators from Leeds to Louisiana have added it to their syllabi,
and the book has been collected by more than 50 institutions worldwide. Toppins has been
invited to discuss the book with audiences of peers across the United States and Europe,
including the School of Visual Arts’ D-Crit program, the Design Principles & Practices
conference in Singapore, and Svenska Tecknare in Sweden. The author, who also designed
the book, was recognized by the University & College Designers Association (ucpa) with

a Silver Award. Toppins has also appeared on the Underscore podcast and, as a former guest

on Scratching the Surface, was interviewed by Jarret Fuller for the podcast’s substack.
See Thinking Through Graphic Design History on:

Bloomsbury’s web site

Scratching the Surface blog

Svenska Tecknare

ucDA Silver Award

Underscore podcast

Interview on WashU’s The Source

WorldCat Records 1, 2, and 3.


https://www.bloomsbury.com/us/thinking-through-graphic-design-history-9781350327221/
https://scratchingthesurface.fm/stories/aggie-toppins-design-history
https://svenskatecknare.se/pagang/lyssna-med-aggie-toppins/
https://enter.ucdadesignawards.com/gallery/nGKRjgoA/wqBGnjej?search=d9ebdbe85cca51c4-160
https://creators.spotify.com/pod/profile/chicagographicdesignclub/episodes/078--AGGIE-TOPPINS-e31h025
https://samfoxschool.washu.edu/the-school/news/996-aggie-toppins-on-design-history
https://firstsearch-oclc-org.us1.proxy.openathens.net/WebZ/FSFETCH?fetchtype=holdingsbrief:entityholdingsortpage=normal:next=html/holdings.html:bad=error/badfetch.html:holdinglimittype=default:format=FH:numrecs=1:resultset=1:entitylibrarycount=43:recno=1:sessionid=fsap09pxm1-1680-mhuvqrne-27awoj:entitypagenum=3:0
https://firstsearch-oclc-org.us1.proxy.openathens.net/WebZ/FSFETCH?fetchtype=holdingsbrief:entityholdingsortpage=normal:next=html/holdings.html:bad=error/badfetch.html:holdinglimittype=default:format=FH:numrecs=1:resultset=1:entitylibrarycount=32:recno=2:sessionid=fsap09pxm1-1680-mhuvqrne-27awoj:entitypagenum=6:0
https://firstsearch-oclc-org.us1.proxy.openathens.net/WebZ/FSFETCH?fetchtype=holdingsbrief:entityholdingsortpage=normal:next=html/holdings.html:bad=error/badfetch.html:holdinglimittype=default:format=FH:numrecs=1:resultset=1:entitylibrarycount=20:recno=3:sessionid=fsap09pxm1-1680-mhuvqrne-27awoj:entitypagenum=3:0

