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Announcing the 2018 Communication Design Educators Awards

Design Incubation’s Communication Design Educators Awards program was established to 
recognize and showcase faculty accomplishments through peer review. This competition reflects the 
organization’s mission to foster professional development and discourse within the academic design 
community. Since 2016, applicants from around the world have entered this awards competition 
recognizing design excellence and ingenuity in the academic study of communication design, with 
categories in published research, creative work, teaching, and service. The award processes and 
procedures are rigorous, transparent, objective and professional. Each year, entries are reviewed and 
ranked by an independent, renown jury of design educators and researchers across a broad range of 
design expertise and scholarly accomplishment within the discipline. 

After envisioning the academic design awards and chairing the jury, University of Minnesota graphic 
design professor Steven McCarthy is passing along the role of Chair. We value his continued support 
and involvement in the program. Design Incubation offers their gratitude for his leadership in the 
launch of this important effort. 

We are excited to announce María Rogal, Professor of Graphic Design in the school of Art + Art 
History at the University of Florida will chair the 2018 jury. She has had the distinction of being a juror 
of the awards since its inception. McCarthy writes, “Rogal brings vast experience, great powers of 
empathy, and astute judgment to the task. Rogal’s disciplinary connections and intellectual network 
will undoubtedly offer the jury some fresh input as the competition enters its third year.” 

Rogal offers McCarthy her greatest respect and appreciation of his leadership over many years, 
particularly in having recognized the need for professional development and creating a program to 
support it. Rogal writes, “the diverse submissions I reviewed over the past two years were rewarding 
and inspiring. But this process also highlighted how important these awards and the application 
process can be for communication design educators. Through the application and peer review 
process itself, we also support professional development.”  

We thank Bloomsbury Publishing, the sponsor of these awards. The 2018 awards program will follow 
the same timeline as previous years, with entries due May 31, 2018. An overview of the awards 
program is on our website [https://designincubation.com/educators-awards/]. Look for more 
information on the program in the coming months.  
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